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screen television is so close up you
can practically watch it grow.

And how about the colors in
those uniforms?

Jed Brunken of Columbus had
amedia room in mind when he
built his home in 1999.

The floor of his lower-level me-
dia room actually slopes, so the
ceiling is 9 feet from the floor at
one end and 12 feet at the other. It
works perfectly for four rows (five
seats in each row) of theater seats.

Seating, in a room like this, is
crucial, hesaid.

And the 22-inch-wide seats,
which recline slightly, have cup
holders. Perfect for a cold beverage
during the game.

The 100-inch screen with a rear
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kinds of famnily gatherings, most
recently a Big 12 Championship
game party (he had to work during
the Gator Bowl) and many Super
Bowl parties.

And if the game becomes bor-
ing, the room next to this has a
pool table, backgammon table and
wet har.

Brunken even took the home
theater theme a step further. creat-
ing a “ticket window booth” with a
nearby commercial popcorn pop-
per.

Hearing Bruce Springsteen belt
out "Born in tie US A" " will be
awesome in surround sound.

And you can really watch the
finger work in that guitar solo.

Big-time football games make
people want to buy new televi-
sions, said Scott Barr, sales manag-
er at Schaeffer’s.

Business has been good the
past two weeks, he said.

And the fact that the newest
flat-panel television screens take
up less room and can be mounted
on the wall has helped, too.

Barr says the 52-inch flat- panel
screens are the most popular of the
big screens. He suggests sitting at
least 10 feet away %;r optimum
viewing. A screen that large works
well in aroom that is about 15 by
20 feet, Barr said.

Usually the size and quality of
the television purchase is a family
decision, Barr said.

“They come in to look, discuss
and sometimes comie back a sec-
ond time before deciding,” he
said.

More often than not, they de-

cide to “buy up” in size, he said.
It's not just about football, he
said. There are also video games
and movie rentals.
And if you need a real theater-
style seat, those are available.

This game is really all about the
commercials.

The Budweiser Clydesdales are
practically high-stepping their way
into the room on this screen.

Check out the 3-D movie trailer
Jor “Monsters vs. Aliens.” Awesome.

When the game is over, media
rooms such as Hardy’s and Brunk-
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en's can be used for lots of other
things.

During the holidays, Brunken
said, his nieces and nephews did
their own version of “The Wizard
of Oz,” making him think a minia-
ture stage would have been a nice
addition.

And sometime he would like to
do an Academy Awards night party
for his friends.

“I've certainly gotten my mion-
eyv’s worth out of thisroom,”
Brunken said.

Reach Kathryn Cates Moore at 473-
7214 or kmoore@journalstar.com.

Home theater
installation tips

Setting up a new home theater
system is exciting, but, with equip-
ment and components and wiring
galore, it has its share of pitfalls
— many of which are avoidable.

Here are some simple installa-
tion tips from the experts at
CableQrganizercom:

B Account for power require-
ments — Make sure that your
home’s circuits can handle the
power load placed on them by
home theater devices. Before you
plug in and run afl of those
audio/video components, find out
how much power you have running
to your home theater room, as well
as the total amount of power that
will be drawn by the electronics. If
the load is too heavy, reconfigure
your equipment so that you don't
blow the circuit,

B Go easy on your cabies —
it's only natural that you're going to
care for expensive, topoftheline
home theater components such as
screens, DVD players and audio
equipment, but you need to make
it a point to treat your cables gen-
tly, t100. These cables are responsk
ble for transferring all the neces-
sary signals between home theater
devices. it doesn't matter how
great the equipment is, if your ca-

bling is bent or crushed, signal will
be impeded and the audio/video
quality won't live up to its full po-
tential. Try observing these two key
rules:

1. No sharp angles, If you
need to work cable into or around
a corner, don't force it to form a
sharp 90-degree angle — that
sort of “kinking” interrupts au-
dio/video signals during their jour-
ney from Point A to Paint B and
will leave you with garbled pictures
and sound.

2, Don't squish your cables.
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Stapling to the wall or floor is a

pretty common method for keep- .

ing coaxial cable secure and out Avoid those ‘Super’

of the way, but you need to be H

sure it's done right. The wrong plumbmg pmblems

types of staples can dig into ca-
bling, damaging its insulation and
impeding signal flow. To avoid cut-
ting off circulation, either use sta-
ples that are specifically designed
for use with coaxial cable or go
with an even better option: sur-
face raceway. Raceway covers gen-
tly route cables without squeezing
or harshly bending them. keeps
them neat and organized, and
won't even leave holes in your
wallboard.

B Don't forget the surge protec-
tors — One good power surge can
be all it takes to fry audio/
video components beyond use. By
plugging everything from the high-

def screen to the sound system
into surge-protected power distribu-
tion units (PDUs), you help to en-
sure that all of those valuable
home entertainment components
aren’'t wiped out in one fell swoop.

B Give your equipment some
room to breathe — Just like peo-
ple, electronics tend not to func-
tion well when they're overheated
and kept in close quarters. Re-
member that correct spacing and
thermal management are two key
elements for a smooth+unning
viewing room. Be sure to consutt
the manufacturers” specifications
to see how much clearance is rec-
ommended for each piece of
equipment,

B Keep the dustin cheek —
Dust interferes with the functions
of home theater components and,
left to build up, it can drastically
shorten the life span of your au-
dio/video equipment. If your home
theater components are housed
in an open entertainment console,
be sure to dust them thoroughly
and often.

W Hang on to warranty docu-
ments — Be sure to find and hold
on to the paperwork for manufac-
turers’ warmanties. Register your
equipment with the manufacturers
as soon as possible, then store all
the documents together in a safe
place for quick and easy refer-
ence.
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i garbage disposal,” said

Super Bowl parties can
be a super problem for
plumbing systems.

Bowl parties often mean
more pizza and chicken
wings than usual. That turns
into overtime for garbage dis-
posals and toilets.

“People's attention will be
on the big game and not how
much food is going down the

Michael Watson of the Mr.
joter of Lincoln franchise.
ere are some tips on

g problems during the

ters, don't over-
garbage disposal
with leftovers, which could

. lead to a clogged kitchen

- sinitinstead, throw scraps in
“the trash or.compast pile.

" Avoid pouring grease down.

the drain, and wipe off greasy
plates and pans with a paper
towel before washing them.

Be sure to tackle some :
precaquns in the bathroom -
Il Remove_small ob-
om the top of the tol- -
< that could fall in,

Itto clog. Keep a
in the bathroom, so. ..
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